Writing Essays Review


Types of Essays
Narrative Essay:  An essay which tells a story about a specific topic 

· Sample Prompt:  Tell about a time you learned a valuable lesson.

· Write a story which explains who, where, why, what, and when.

· Develop a beginning, middle, and end.

· Start in a way that hooks the reader.

· Have an exciting end to the story.

· Tell the lesson learned.

· Use strong words that make the story come alive.

Persuasive Essay:  An essay in which you state your position/opinion about a specific topic.  You support your position/opinion with facts.

· Sample Prompt:  Convince your classmates to elect you as student council president.

· Clearly state your position on the issue.

· Support your statements with convincing arguments.

· Explain each argument fully.

· Organize your ideas logically.

Expository Essay:  An essay which gives examples/facts about the topic.

· Sample Prompt:  Write about three individuals who have changed society in positive ways.
· Hook your reader with a strong attention grabber.

· Write a sentence to tie your attention grabber into the essay.

· Clearly state the three examples you will discuss in your essay.

· Write a strong three-part thesis which ends the first paragraph.

· In each paragraph of the body write specific details for each example.
Reminder for responding to a writing prompt:

· Read the prompt carefully.

· Identify the intended audience. Determine who will read your essay.

· Identify the type of essay.

· Brainstorm the three main examples you will write about in your essay.

· For each main example list three details.

· Write a graphic organizer or an outline.

· Write a three- part thesis that uses the language of the prompt.
·  Plan your essay in 10-15 minutes.  Spend most of your time writing, proofreading, and revising your essay.

Note:  Review/memorize all essay handouts for the structure of each essay. Review the essay information in your textbook.

Read the following prompts and identify the type of essay you would write for each prompt.

1. Rules are important for all communities.  Write an essay to your principal about three important rules at your school.

2. Many professional athletes make millions of dollars each year while teachers, nurses, firefighters, and law enforcement officers earn much less per year.  Should professional athletes be paid more than these other individuals?  Explain your position.
3. Field trips can be an important way to experience new ideas, inventions, works of art, and cultures.  Tell about one field trip you took.  Where did you go?  What happened? What did you learn?
4. Literature has many memorable characters.  Identify three characters you have read about. Tell your teacher why these three characters are memorable to you.  Give specific examples when you write.
5. Are parents or their children more responsible for school success?  Explain your viewpoint clearly.
6. School uniforms have many positive effects on the learning environment.  Write about three positive effects school uniforms have on your school.

7. What is the most amazing sporting event you have ever experienced?  Write about that event.

8. Write about a challenge you had at school.  What was the challenge? Who were the other people involved?  What happened?  What was the final outcome of your challenge?

9. Identify an adult who has had a positive influence in your life.  Be specific about how that adult has influenced you.
10. What is the most memorable holiday you have experienced?  Why was that holiday so memorable for you?
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